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• Each year around 5 million women in the UK are invited for cervical screening (smear test) 

• Cervical screening saves 5,000 lives a year in the UK 

• Cervical screening is free and you will receive your invitation to attend for regular screening 

• Cervical screening is NOT a test to find cancer.  It is a screening test to detect changes to the          

cells of your cervix, which are called abnormalities. 

• Between 90 and 94% of all screening results come back normal, with no abnormalities found. 

• It is important to remember that an abnormal result rarely means cancer 

• Having regular cervical screening offers the best protection against developing cervical cancer 

• Please take up your invitation to attend your cervical screening test; regular screening saves 

lives. 

Smear test overdue? 
Book yours today…. 



In November we prescribed 10,513 items at our  

surgery at a cost of £94,388.20 

Continue to pass on your mobile phone numbers so we can send appointment 

reminders and help reduce our missed appointments 

All men and women aged 60-74 are invited to 

carry out a faecal occult blood (FOB) test.  Every 

two years, they’re sent a home test kit which is 

used to collect a stool sample.  Taking part in 

bowel cancer screening reduces your chances of 

dying from bowel cancer and removing polyps in 

bowel scope screening can prevent cancer.   

 

Guidance 
Health matters: improving the prevention and diagnosis of 
bowel cancer 

Yet, despite these benefits, the proportion of 

people who take up their bowel cancer 

screening invitation is disappointingly low. For 

example, in England only 55-60 per cent of 

people return their kits, and in some areas of 

the country, it’s even lower: in some parts of 

London, it’s as low as 33 per cent. 

 


